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Chapter 6

ACHIEVEMENT AND
TOURISM ELLISTON
Value of Tourism
By 1994, Elliston was definitely at one of the lowest
points in its history. The economic blows of the initial cod
moratorium, and the financial difficulties resulting in the loss of
street lights had left the municipality literally in the dark but not
all together without hope. Despite the desperate state of the
economy, other communities had successfully used tourism as a
vehicle to help revitalize their finances. With the demise of the
fishery, new economic activity of any variety was sorely needed.
Despite the state of the economy, tourism, and tourism related
industries are becoming more widespread in Newfoundland and
Labrador. Many communities are focusing on their natural
attributes, history, and cultural identities.
Recent years have seen more summer activities,
celebrations, and folk festivals. 1997 was a momentous year for
the tourism industry when thousands of people visited the
Province. Many came to the Town of Bonavista to partake in
celebrations surrounding John Cabot’s historic visit more than 500
years ago. This economic activity generated a great deal of
revenue for those in a position to cater to tourists. Several towns
hold small garden parties and other events but they are almost
always of short duration. Elliston also held a small garden party,
usually in front of the United Church Hall.
To hold a large community event without a massive
budget, the support of many eager and willing volunteers is
essential. At the core of any community organization is a group of
dedicated people, who have a desire to improve their Town. In
1997, this is what Elliston desperately needed. However, even
when you bring together such a group of people, it is still quite
difficult to gain financially from their presence. A lack of tourism
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infrastructure hinders Elliston, however, this is beginning to
change. Since the first edition of this book was published in early
2004, the Town has gained two Bed & Breakfasts (Bird Island Inn
and Sleepy Haven) in addition to the existing camping facilities at
the municipal park. In the spring of 2004, a Visitor Information
Centre opened that contains local information, the Sam Ryan
Photo Collection, souvenirs, and even internet access.
Knowledgeable tour guides are available to provide guided
walking or hiking tours of all attractions. In 2006, a new
restaurant, Nanny Hayley’s Root Cellar Kitchen, opened in the
historic Orange Hall specializing in traditional Newfoundland
foods. Despite this progress several of the spin off benefits still go
to the neighbouring communities of Bonavista and Trinity Bay
North but not to the extent it once did.
Despite these new enterprises, Festival Week is still of the
utmost importance to the community. In fact, it is the primary
source of revenue for Tourism Elliston and enables this
organization to move forward with various initiatives. The Town
Council benefits from camping fees and the local Recreation
Committee from beverage sales. A considerable portion of this
revenue goes to fund partnerships with other groups and
Government agencies that not only improve the community but
also provide some short term employment. Some of Tourism
Elliston’s more recent and large scale projects involved the
restoration of some historic properties that employed several
people. Those were the ongoing renovation of the Ryan’s
Building and the finishing touches at the Orange Hall. For
Elliston, the exploration
of its past, has offered a
renewed sense of hope.
Renovation of the
Orange Hall
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Tourism Elliston Committee

Tourism Elliston Members and Town Council Representative:
Charlotte Ritman, Marilyn Coles-Hayley, Neal Tucker, John Grant,
Councillor Derek Martin, Calvin Hayley, Samuel Ryan, and Myrtle Stagg.
Not shown: Betty Goodland, Jonathon Joy, Marsha Stead, and Winston Porter.

Tourism Elliston is a volunteer committee, formed in
November 1997, with a mission statement to develop present
tourism potential, and to identify other long-range initiatives in
order to promote tourism, and enhance the nature and cultural
environment for all the residents of the area. Its objective is to
promote economially sustainable ventures and activities for the
benefit of their community. Upon their formation, they identified
several aspects of the community that had tourism potential and set
out to capitalize on them.
Of all this potential, one facet of the community stood out,
and it was the typical Newfoundland root cellar. One can see root
cellars in various Newfoundland communities but there was
something special about the Elliston vicinity. Nowhere else in the
entire Province and, for that matter the world, is there such a high
concentration of root cellars in a single municipality. It is
surprising how an old structure that was largely overlooked for so
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many years, could suddenly become so important to a
community’s future. Tourism Elliston’s:1
. . . hope is that by promoting our root cellars, the bread
and butter now for Elliston, we can temporarily help
some of our residents and encourage other residents to
think about starting tourism-related private businesses to
capitalize on what will no doubt be a tourism boom for
our community.

This committee became incorporated as Tourism Elliston
Inc. on September 2nd, 1999, and was originally established for the
following purposes:2
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

to develop present tourism potential and identify other
long-range initiatives to promote tourism and enhance
the natural and cultural environment for the residents of
the areas;
to develop a week long annual Bird Island Elliston
Festival drawing upon our main resources -- the Bird
Sanctuary, the beach, the root cellars and The Municipal
Park with a special emphasis on whale and iceberg
viewing;
to maintain/reconstruct cellars and to develop a
traditional garden with samples of vegetables grown
showing sustenance levels of Newfoundlanders in the
past;
to develop maintain and enhance the Bird Sanctuary and
complete interpretive signage on the natural history of
the area;
to assist Council with the conservation of the built
heritage of the area;
to organize a Come Home Year for 1999 and a
Millennium Year for 2000;
to develop a system of trails for the area;
to identify and complete beautification projects
throughout the community.

Since the group’s inception and incorporation, its
membership has undergone significant modification, expanded to
include new directors and achieved new goals. As of 2006 the
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committee included: Marilyn Coles-Hayley, Chairperson; Myrtle
Stagg, Vice-Chairperson; Calvin Hayley, Public Relations Chair;
Betty Goodland, Secretary/Treasurer; Neal K. Tucker,
Webmaster/Director; John Grant, Jonathan Joy, Winston Porter,
Charlotte Ritman, Samuel Ryan, and Marsha Stead, Directors.
Each person has skills, experience, and differing fields of interest
that add to the diversity of Tourism Elliston. They have hired
temporary employees to help out during the annual Bird Island
Puffin Festival, and more recently a Heritage Development
Coordinator, Colleen Duffett, to aid in the completion of numerous
objectives. Even with this additional help, much of the work is
still done by the committee members and other volunteers.
Despite problems along the way, with the most notable being the
ownership of the Ryan’s Building, Tourism Elliston has achieved
the vast majority of their original objectives and accomplished
many more.
Elliston contains many documented root cellars, however,
the majority are situated on private property. The restoration of
these cultural treasures quickly became a priority, but how do you
convince the Government to invest money into structures, to which
you do not have title? The private ownership of the cellars
complicated the process of obtaining Government funding,
however, this issue was rectified through easement. This is a term
that concerns the right of way over another’s land. Most owners
agreed to sign documents that permit access/egress to the cellars,
located on their property, although, legal title to the actual land is
retained by the owner for all other purposes. This satisfied
funding agencies and permitted the stabilization/restoration of the
Town’s greatest cultural resource to proceed. A news release
entitled Town of Elliston finds tourism potential in its roots states:3
Tourism Elliston will receive $220,000 to take an unusual
tourism initiative to the next level. The group will
develop an interpretation program outlining the historical
significance of the community’s century-old root cellars.
The town has developed a long-term plan focusing on
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its cultural assets. With more than 135 root cellars ——
a provincial record —— the town has received
considerable media attention and tourist visitation; more
than 14,000 visitors attended the town’s festival in 1999.
Funding for the project, through the CanadaNewfoundland Agreement for the Economic
Development Component of the Canadian Fisheries
Adjustment and Restructuring Initiative (EDC), was
announced today by Fred Mifflin, MP Bonavista-TrinityConception on behalf of the Honourable George Baker,
Minister of Veterans Affairs and Secretary of State for
the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA), and
the Honourable Beaton Tulk, Minister of Development
and Rural Renewal. "Tourism Elliston is a community
group capitalizing on its area’s uniqueness," said Mr.
Mifflin. "The Bonavista Peninsula is already well
positioned as a tourism destination offering visitors a
unique heritage experience. A well designed visual
interpretation package will help build on the region’s
historical significance and encourage more visitors to the
area for longer periods of time."
Minister Tulk commented that the histories of these root
cellars have attracted visitors from as far away as
Australia and the United States. "Tourism Elliston has
been busily promoting the area’s uniqueness and their
efforts have paid off," he said. "National and
international media attention has resulted in two
successful tourism seasons for the town. The next
phase of this initiative will build upon these efforts and
complete a unique experience for visitors to the town."
Tourism Elliston will hire a heritage planner who, in
consultation with Parks Canada, will design and oversee
construction of signage exhibits strategically located
throughout the cellar sites.

Since the majority of restoration efforts were completed,
Tourism Elliston has focused on several other areas, and Elliston
has become known for much more than just its traditional root
cellars.
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World Wide Web
Tourism Elliston initiated a research project to investigate
and document local root cellars to substantiate its claim that
Elliston was indeed the Root Cellar Capital of Newfoundland. Not
long after achieving this milestone, the community, on July 17th,
2000, attained the official status of the Root Cellar Capital of the
World. This is a title that has gone undisputed since that date.
The offer to create an Elliston website was quickly
welcomed by Tourism Elliston. The committee was quite aware
that the internet is becoming more important in today’s modern
world and many tourists consult various tourism websites to aid in
their vacation planning. The idea of a website was casually
discussed by Neil Pearce and Neal Tucker, but it was Bernice
Tucker who encouraged the idea resulting in the actual
commencement of work.
The process of choosing a domain name, the actual address
of the website, was a collaborative effort by what some termed the
“two Nea(i)ls.” The main requirement was that it had to be
memorable and reflect the website’s primary purpose, which is the
promotion of the Elliston area. A .ca address was not considered
because it was more expensive that a .com address and it was felt
that the latter would be more memorable. The first choice was
obviously www.elliston.com but to our surprise it was already
taken. Since we could not focus on the actual Town, it was
decided to focus on the community’s main feature, the root cellar.
We were again flabbergasted that the singular www.rootcellar.com
was unavailable. At last check that address was available for sale,
but at the time the Elliston website was established nothing existed
there although it was reserved by someone. Nevertheless, we felt
that the plural version would be more appropriate and more
importantly it was available. Therefore, www.rootcellars.com was
established as the official website for Elliston/Tourism Elliston.
This site became active on September 25th, 2000, and has become
a focal point for visitors and residents alike. The new site was:4
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A great donation indeed! A creative introduction, great
photos and an equally exciting script makes this site an
attractive site to visit. Normally, to create a site of this
magnitude, a fee of $1000 - $1500 would be in order.
Again, we are blessed to have great friends to help us
achieve our long-term goals.

The website has grown considerably since its inception and
contains information on many aspects of the area, both past and
present, including extensive Bird Island Puffin Festival coverage.
Information is updated on a daily basis when the Festival is
underway. A few months after its creation the following was
written about its success in a newsletter:5
. . . Yahoo, one of the major search engines in the world
today selected our website as ‘the Canada Pick of the
Week.’ Considering the fact that Yahoo receives
thousands of website submissions per week, certainly
shows that our site has a great content and has been
presented in a creative way. Anyone who would like to
view our site can by visiting us at: www.rootcellars.com.
In fact, this newsletter will be on the Web within a few
days.

Since that time, the site has gained even more popularity
and now includes all surviving Tourism Elliston newsletters from
1998 onward. In 2001, the root cellar website achieved another
milestone. It was:6
. . . translated into German by site designer Neal Tucker
. . . the Katimavik youth . . . are bilingual and involved in
the translation of our website from English to French . . .
we will have a three language website, which is . . . quite
an achievement for a small Newfoundland community.

The site was even featured on a 2003 episode of the
television program Beyond Your Back Yard, launched by
Hospitality Newfoundland and Labrador, in a segment
highlighting Elliston’s root cellars.
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Discovery Shooting Club

The firing line just after the 2003 upgrade

One of Tourism Elliston’s more unusual endeavors was the
formation of the Discovery Shooting Club & Sporting Range.
Since the outdoors has been historically significant for residents,
Tourism Elliston set out to legitimize an activity that had been
ongoing but unstructured for many years. The first rumor of a
shooting event, related to the annual Bird Island Puffin Festival,
was in 1998, but it did not materialize. However, the basis of the
current Club had its beginnings in 1999, when a decision was
made to hold a small fun shoot, the Elliston Sport Shoot, during
the Come Home Year Festival. This particular event was won by
Rob Chaulk who graciously donated his cash prize back to
Tourism Elliston. Although this fun shoot only lasted for three
hours and was held on a weekday, it demonstrated the great
amount of interest that existed in the general area for the shooting
sports.
The introduction of The Peter Tucker Memorial Shooting
Challenge, as part of the Festival in 2001, and its success
reenforced the idea of establishing a club to ensure its
continuation. The idea of a shooting club was originated by Neal
Tucker under the working name of the Elliston Shooting Club.
After further consultation with Calvin Hayley it was agreed to
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modify this name to reflect the greater area instead of identifying
with a single community. Therefore, the name of the proposed
club became the Discovery Shooting Club & Sporting Range.
With the support and cooperation of Tourism Elliston, the then
Elliston Town Council especially the former Mayor Joseph
Templeman, and other Government agencies a site was secured
and ultimately a club established. The previously mentioned
shoots were held before the current site was developed. By the
time of the 2002 shoot, landscaping was complete, however, the
range had not yet been approved to be opened to the public.
Despite the heavy rain that year, this event went ahead and the
standing decision to hold it, as scheduled, regardless of weather
conditions was made.
The first media attention the newly organized Club
received was at the national level in the 2003 Vol. XII No. 6
edition of the Canadian Firearms Journal. Although it officially
opened on December 1st, 2002, it was not until spring of 2003 that
news of the opening made its way into the Sport’s section of the
local newspaper:7
Tourism Elliston has established a shooting club for the
northern tip of the Bonavista Peninsula.
The group has tried for some time to provide a safe
controlled location for residents of the Bonavista
Peninsula to sight hunting rifles and engage in
recreational shooting. President Neal Tucker said
previously hunters would have to secure a permit and
select a location to adjust their rifle's sights.
"There was always a chance someone could be in the
area unaware of such activity. Thanks to the presence of
an approved range there is no longer any reason for
people to sight rifles outside a controlled location."
"The existence of a club now ensures the continuation of
the ‘Peter Tucker Memorial Shooting Challenge.' It,
combined with other memorial challenges, has become
an integral part of the Bird Island Puffin Festival
celebrations," said Mr. Tucker.
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The 2003 shoot was the first event held after the official
opening. That year the weather conditions were ideal. Later that
same year a project was approved by Human Resources
Development Canada (HRDC) resulting in the construction of a
firing line shelter, gate, and substantial increases to the existing
backstops.
The weather cooperated again in 2004 and was rather
uneventful. However, the 2005 event experienced the worse
weather to date with extremely heavy rain that did not let up for
the entire day but participation remained quite high.
Unfortunately, a minor modification to the rules to permit shooters
to use their personal .22 riles, instead of only those provided,
failed to have the desired result. One participant utilized an
expensive Olympic grade target rifle instead of the simple and
rather inexpensive hunting grade .22 rifles that everyone else used.
The 2005 rules had not anticipated that someone would use
a hyper accurate piece of equipment that would provide such an
unfair advantage. After this incident the rules were revised to
ensure fairness for 2006 onward and clearly state the shoot’s
rational that the Peter Tucker Memorial Challenge is based on the
premise of hunting small game with common .22 caliber sporting
rifles. Therefore, shooters must deal with weather conditions
much the same way a hunter must deal with less than ideal weather
conditions in the field. This contest is intended to be a test of the
shooter’s skill rather than who has the best equipment. Since
expensive target rifles with extremely light trigger pulls would not
be generally used for hunting, they are not permitted at this event.
The Club’s membership continues to grow and even the
local RCMP Detachment has joined as a member. Although it had
a website for some time on a section of www.rootcellars.com, it
launched its own independent site on September 15th, 2005 at
www.discoveryshootingclub.com.
In addition to adding a degree of safety to the area, the
Club’s formation also indirectly fulfilled one of Tourism Elliston’s
initial purposes, to beautify the general community. A long
abandoned gravel pit/vehicle wreck dump, located on Catalina
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Road, underwent substantial landscaping and a general clean up.
Instead of an eyesore there is a safe environment where residents
can legally use their firearms for sighting in hunting rifles and
general target practice. In fact, Elliston is one of the smallest, if
not the smallest community in the country to have its own certified
shooting range.

Left: 2001 Shoot

Right: A very wet 2002 Shoot

Left: 2003 Shoot
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Above: 2004 Peter Tucker Memorial Shooting Challenge

Below: 2005 Peter Tucker Memorial Shooting Challenge in extremely
heavy rain
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Interpretive Displays and Trails
A long term goal of Tourism Elliston was the
establishment of interpretive signs around the community to detail
its history and subsistence story. A 2001 newsletter states that “. .
. our Committee will concentrate on special signage and exhibits
as identified in the Heritage Plan. ACOA [Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency] has approved $150,000 for this aspect of
the plan. . . .”8 Tourism Elliston wanted a unique exhibit that
would tell the story of Elliston and early Newfoundland
subsistence. One unique aspect of these signs was the inclusion of
local poetry composed by deceased residents: Clarence Goodland,
Aubrey Pearce, and Ross Pearce. Specific poems were selected
that represented relevant topics, integrated with local photographs,
and general visitor information. At this project’s conclusion
several beautiful signs were displayed around various parts of the
area. Another portion of the Town’s heritage plan expanded to
include the Samuel Ryan Photo Collection. This “. . . collection of
photos zeros in on the many aspects of the subsistence theme and
story that Tourism Elliston is presenting.”9 The community of
Elliston is fortunate to have a resident who was in position to
capture the past forty years of local history and preserve it. One
can see significant changes, both positive and negative, in these
photographs including the downfall of the fishery.
In addition to the interpretive signs, several walking trails
were prepared in and around the municipality. The premier trail is
the Maberly to Little Catalina Trail, which is 16.5 km in length,
and contains many items of interest such as the breathtaking
scenery of Flowers Cove, the site of many traditional boil ups.
Other trails include the Klondike Trail and the Elliston
Ridge/Mark's Path Trail. In fact, Elliston Ridge contains a
geological feature that is quite rare in Newfoundland. It is
believed that Elliston Ridge, during the last ice age, was not
completely covered by a glacier. Since this area was not glaciated,
it led to the formation of Felsenmeer, a German term meaning sea
of rocks or boulder sea. Essentially exposed rock surfaces are
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broken up by frost action rather than by other means and scooped
up by the glacial flow. At Elliston Ridge this resulted in a great
deal of material being buried under angular shattered boulders.
This principally occurs in Arctic regions and high mountain areas.
Their continuity and depth vary with climate, vegetation, and rock
type. In Newfoundland there are only a few occurrences of
Felsenmeer. Elliston's, unlike other examples, is readily
accessible by foot and is located at a much lower elevation
creating a unique situation.

Rest point on
the Maberly to
Little Catalina
Trail

Felsenmeer at
the top of
Elliston Ridge
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